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This Month in Assessment

  

OPI Assessment Division News 
MontCAS 2018-2019 School Year Changes 
Renewal Unit Certificate 
We thank you and your dedicated staff for all your hard work, training, and efforts in preparing students for the state 
assessments and to meet the statutory and regulatory requirements under state and federal law. We look forward to 
our continued partnership as we strive to improve student outcomes across the state. In recognition of the professional 
development/training required to administer the statewide tests, we have prepared a 2019 STC MontCAS Debrief Form. 
The purpose of this debrief form is to provide STCs with their renewal units and to collect your feedback to help improve 
our MontCAS program and future test administrations in the state by learning what went well, what could have gone 
better, and how the OPI can provide resources to support school system needs moving forward. Your input will aid us in 
tailoring technical assistance and communications specific to these identified needs for 2020. 
This form is divided into six sections to address these goals: (I) Contact information; (II) Testing Action Plan; (III) Testing 
Security Plan; (IV) Testing Accessibility Plan; (V) Ease of Use; and (VI) Testing Training Plan. There are 26 questions in all, 
but most questions are in matrix format, multiple choice, and select-all-that-apply, except for five extended response 
questions. The form closes Friday, June 28th.  
Q: HOW DO I GET MY OPI RENEWAL UNITS? A: System Test Coordinators (STC) receive a certificate of renewal units upon 
the completion of the 2019 STC MontCAS Debrief Form. We welcome all suggestions for improvement you may have. 
After providing us with your feedback, the OPI will issue you a certificate of renewal units. 
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Requirements for Participation 
On May 1st School Administrators were notified by the Office of Public Instruction (OPI) about the requirements for 
meeting state and federal participation in assessments. The federal Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires that 
school districts annually assess all students: 

• Schools must have 95 percent student participation in the statewide assessments either overall for all students 
or for any student subgroup consisting of 10 or more students. 

• Students with the most significant cognitive disabilities may take the alternate assessment based on alternate 
achievement standards but the percentage of students that a state may assess with the alternate cannot exceed 
1.0 percent of all students in the grades assessed for each content area. 

• If students have been identified as an EL, the school must assess the student’s language proficiency using the 
ACCESS for ELLs assessment until the child reaches proficiency and participates in the math, reading/language 
arts, and science assessments ** unless the EL was enrolled within the last twelve months prior to the beginning 
of testing in a U.S. school, in which case the student has a one-time exemption from the reading/language arts 
assessment. 

In Montana, there is no “opt-out” law and both state law and accreditation require all students to participate in the 
Board-approved grades and content-specific statewide assessments such as math, English Language Arts, science, and 
English Language Proficiency. The OPI recognizes there are circumstances beyond the control of the school that may 
result in non-participation, but in these rare cases such as a major medical event, the district must report the reason for 
non-participation to the OPI using the MontCAS Application. It is never allowable to exclude students based on expected 
performance, difficulty in administering the test, disability, or EL status. 

STC Roles and Responsibilities 
As we begin to wrap up state required testing across Montana, System Testing Coordinators (STC) will need to complete 
clean-up activities in the secure MontCAS Application. The following tasks must be completed no later than Friday, May 
31, 2019. 

• Report Testing Incidents: STCs must report any test security incident immediately to the OPI based on the 
reporting periods specified by the severity of the incident. These reporting guidelines can be found in the 
MontCAS Test Security Manual. 

• Report Non-Participation: STCs must record the reasons a student did not take the state-mandated summative 
assessment. This information is required for any child who was enrolled in a tested grade(s) at the school during 
each assessment window. There are rare circumstances in which a student did not participate in the expected 
test or participated in a test but in a non-standard way. Examples include a student who transferred out of the 
district, a student with a medical event or circumstance, and parent refusal. Each of these reasons must be 
indicated in the MontCAS Application.  

These tasks must be completed for each of the state-mandated assessments. Instructions for completing each of these 
tasks can be found in the MontCAS User Guide. 

Student Assessment Negotiated Rulemaking Committee (Committee) Updates 
The OPI will present its notice of the proposed amendment with rule language as approved by the Superintendent 
submitted to the Board of Public Education at the upcoming May meeting. For more information on this process, visit 
the Student Assessment Negotiated Rulemaking Committee page on the OPI website. 

MontCAS Student Data Privacy Policy 
Please share this information with your school Building Coordinators so they are aware of what constitutes personally 
identifiable information (PII) and the implications for not securely sharing PII. PII is an education record which pertains 
to an individual student and may easily lead to that student’s identity with reasonable certainty. Student education 
records are protected by the federal Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) and by state law. FERPA 
regulations list personally identifiable student information as including, but not limited to, the following:  

• the student's name;  
• the name of the student's parent or other family members; 
• the address of the student or student's family;  
• a personal identifier, such as a social security number or student number;  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19Dc7_FkpzCrnmi2-A0lLu1ooKWuBBIGU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19Dc7_FkpzCrnmi2-A0lLu1ooKWuBBIGU/view?usp=sharing
https://apps.opi.mt.gov/MontCAS/
https://apps.opi.mt.gov/MontCAS/frmLogin.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fMontCAS%2ffrmDefault.aspx
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Test%20Security/MontCASTestSecurityManual%202018-19.pdf?ver=2018-12-17-170824-853
https://apps.opi.mt.gov/MontCAS/frmLogin.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fMontCAS%2ffrmDefault.aspx
https://apps.opi.mt.gov/MontCAS/frmLogin.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fMontCAS%2ffrmDefault.aspx
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/Statewide-Testing/-Student-Assessment-Negotiated-Rulemaking-Committee
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• a list of personal characteristics that would make the student's identity easily traceable; or  
• other information that would make the student's identity easily traceable. 

Sharing PII via unsecured means initiates a testing irregularity. It is a testing irregularity to send student information 
over a non-secure service such as email and voicemail. Sharing sensitive student information (e.g., student names/SSIDs) 
via unsecured methods is prohibited. You can use secure routes of transmittal to share PII (e.g., Montana’s secure file 
transfer process, ePass) and via direct phone discussion with OPI staff. (Do not send any PII via e-mail or fax). 
Please see the MontCAS Student Data Privacy Policy and OPI Student Records Confidentiality Policy for more 
information on this topic. 

Professional Development and Training Opportunities 
After June 1st, the OPI Assessment Statewide Web Page will undergo an extensive refresh to reflect new administration 
manuals, new guidance, updated user guides, user-driven navigation, and content focused on providing a balanced 
assessment system. 

 
If you have any school-specific training needs, please make this request to the OPI Assessment Team using the 
Assessment Professional Development/Training Request Form. All requests will be processed and considered by the OPI 
Assessment Team using key criteria. 

Upcoming Webinars 
Date Topic Link 
 Recorded video from the Teacher Learning Hub (Hub) 

providing an overview of MontCAS assessments, data uses, 
and data systems of the required statewide assessments. 

ELP 101: Serving English 
Learners in Montana’s 
Schools 

*New Date 
Tuesday, May 14 
3:30–4:30 p.m. 

MontCAS Updates–Monthly Assessment Webinar 
 

Join here 

 

ACCESS for ELLs 
English Language Proficiency Assessment 

Things to do this month  
 Watch for score reports to arrive in your district. Districts were scheduled to receive online reports on April 

23, 2019, and printed reports on May 6, 2019 (see below for more information). 
 Review ACCESS results resources. A list of resources is included in the ‘Accessing Score Reports’ section 

below.  
 Continue screening newly enrolled students. See below for more information about screening incoming 

students. Per federal guidelines, this is a task that is required throughout the school year, not just prior to or 
during the ACCESS for ELLs testing window. 

 Review your Secure Portal account. See below for information about updated WIDA Secure Portal access.  

https://app.mt.gov/epass/Authn/selectIDP.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Q3af96DLI-VkirX3esS0ltQZSzlpX9M9/view?usp=sharing
http://opi.mt.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=4LgaxzycAHo%3d&portalid=182
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/Statewide-Testing
https://www.wrike.com/form/eyJhY2NvdW50SWQiOjExNDc1NzUsInRhc2tGb3JtSWQiOjE3OTU2NX0JNDcwMDEzNjQ5MDk3OQkwOWRiZjM1YzYwOTAwNjJkMDU1ZGYxOGUyNWJiNmQxNDYxNDMxN2JlNGMwNzc3YTY2YzIzOWQwYTA1YjZmZmI1
https://learninghub.mrooms.net/enrol/index.php?id=457
https://learninghub.mrooms.net/enrol/index.php?id=457
https://learninghub.mrooms.net/enrol/index.php?id=457
https://www.gotomeet.me/MontCAS
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Accessing Score Reports 
To access score results from WIDA AMS, select Test Results from the Report Delivery menu to display the Test Results 
page. You can use the Administration, District, School, and Report drop-down menus to filter the display. Providing 
individual student score reports to parents/guardians and teachers as soon as is practicable after the assessment is given 
is a requirement under ESSA. 

 
ACCESS Results Resources 
Check out these resources to help analyze and understand your ACCESS for ELs score reports. 

• Finding Your Students’ Superpowers: Using ACCESS Score Reports – This flyer is your one-stop shop for 
information, guidance, and additional resources. 

• ACCESS for ELLs and Alternate ACCESS for ELLs Interpretive Guides for Score Reports – Learn how scores are 
calculated, how they can be used, and how to better understand all the reports you receive. 

• Watch the recorded webinar ‘Interpreting Score Reports’. You can find it on the Webinar Recordings page on 
the WIDA site. 

On-Demand Student Reports 
Individual Student Reports are available in many languages from Report Delivery>On-Demand Reports.  
To view On Demand Student Reports, select On Demand Reports from the Report Delivery menu. 

 
Please contact DRC Customer Support with any questions at WIDA@DataRecognitionCorp.com or 1-855-787-9615. 

Proficiency Criteria and Exit Process 
In general, English Language Learners are no longer classified as LEP once they have attained the language skills 
necessary to learn in age and grade appropriate settings in all areas of language development without the use of 
adapted or modified English materials. Detailed information can be found in the Guidance for School Districts document 

https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-ui/welcome/WIDA
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flists.wisc.edu%2Ft%2F55686242%2F171758665%2F4023132%2F2006%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cmfortner%40mt.gov%7Cef9ba8fbcfd742a9c26408d6c1ac4199%7C07a94c98f30f4abbbd7ed63f8720dc02%7C0%7C0%7C636909342912234502&sdata=bb3KvAFtOtf%2B0J4K4EdGrtemahkpowP73obLggZkc4k%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flists.wisc.edu%2Ft%2F55686242%2F171758665%2F4023133%2F2007%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cmfortner%40mt.gov%7Cef9ba8fbcfd742a9c26408d6c1ac4199%7C07a94c98f30f4abbbd7ed63f8720dc02%7C0%7C0%7C636909342912234502&sdata=zHOAutpU%2F%2FB0VUvq%2F%2FaUs6aoiCSgBT6VtUwVW%2FPOvAM%3D&reserved=0
https://identity.wida.us/account/login?returnUrl=%2Fconnect%2Fauthorize%2Fcallback%3Fclient_id%3Dwidawebclient%26redirect_uri%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fportal.wida.us%252Foidc%26response_mode%3Dform_post%26response_type%3Dcode%2520id_token%26scope%3Dopenid%2520profile%2520email%2520wida_idp%26state%3DOpenIdConnect.AuthenticationProperties%253DZZ1c2gr5mbqEUhBDFPJY2Igsxfmdg6fqKD_vHxODFI7xnTXsDuuc0raZlHz7dVIw66Ad3NELa4nho905FBY5gchmMFSg-h5KPPs6EyFq-i8APMMXxSGQcKE9RmqOlUDwkPQ6q70qzj1464P7Fm9e2f81PXXRggj0Tzb6geRaaLVofpK4BjCV_rGiZmbfaZIvjoO_SiegKwJX9GEUXpCvIAGraQrCMQm2YDj8X2EbLATkXua0ynzGqlfT7fknAgYsA8exnPTYqojlC-P3ut2T9yhbg2Dp3JaprSRfF-LIHJvj6LcaZUMULV-WztN_mXfF8YNZ5_ebcbHbI3mqGFfZFZknbh8gYcDxvZyRC6SQnXhPdwArJkA1nml8ggOFxCKTMVP7CS-pW4aCj4ZBGslYLw%26nonce%3D636917418834920140.ZTIwOGVjM2ItYmMwNC00YmExLWFlNjUtOTJlNmZmNjA1ODQzNzlmYTU3YmQtMzYyMC00ZjUxLWE2YzUtMjQxMmY5ZDk0ZjM1
mailto:WIDA@DataRecognitionCorp.com
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/ELP%20Page/Montana%27sEnglishLanguageLearnersGuidanceforSchoolDistricts.pdf
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relating to exit criteria. To determine when LEP students become proficient, districts will take into account multiple 
measures which include: 

• At a minimum, an overall score of 5.0 along with a rating of 4.0 in literacy (reading and writing) on the ACCESS 
for ELLs English language proficiency assessment; and  

• Input from additional measures of reading, writing, or language development available from school 
assessments. 

Review Your WIDA Secure Portal Account for Upcoming Changes 
WIDA Secure Portal users will be prompted to change their login to a work email address beginning June 10, 2019. To 
prepare for this change, WIDA is encouraging educators to do a little “spring cleaning” of their Secure Portal accounts by 
completing the following tasks: 

• Update personal information. All personal information, except for usernames, can be edited by the account-
holder, simply by logging in and going to the grey “My Account Info” box on the right-hand side of the screen. 
Can’t log in? Enter your email address on our Password Reset page to have a link sent to your inbox. Still need 
assistance? Contact the WIDA Client Services Center at (866) 276-7735 or help@wida.us. 

• Make sure your email address is correct and you are receiving emails from help@wida.us and info@wida.us, so 
you don’t miss any important news, announcements, or account information. 

Standards Validation Workshop: Seeking Panelists to Set Montana’s Future English Language Proficiency  
The Montana Office of Public Instruction (OPI) is recruiting panelists to participate in establishing state-specific English 
language proficiency criteria for the ACCESS for ELLs (or WIDA) assessment administered to English learners in grades K–
12. Establishing meaningful proficiency criteria for Montana's students is imperative to meeting the federal statutory 
requirement for assessments used in the statewide accountability system and Peer Review as mandated by the U.S. 
Department of Education (USDOE). This is also important to ensure our exit criteria is realistic for our unique students 
and based on the most current research. In order to meet these requirements, the committee will review historical 
WIDA and SBAC performance data to determine the most appropriate composite score for Montana students. The work 
from this committee will be used to comply with the Peer Review USDOE requirements and for statewide reporting. 

Who Should Apply? — The OPI will select participants from a diverse group of Montana stakeholders, including (but not 
limited to): 

• School administrators,  
• School Title III Coordinators, 
• English Learner specialists, 
• Mathematics and ELA teachers,  
• Cultural experts, and 
• Parents. 

If you or someone you know would be interested in participating in this work, please have them use this online form to 
apply or explore the application announcement to learn more about the event.  

ACT with Writing 
ELA and Mathematics 

Things to do this month 
 Return emergency testing materials to ACT - receipt deadline at ACT is May 14, 2019. This means your 

materials must arrive at ACT by that date. Late arriving answer documents will not be scored. 
 Return emergency accommodations and/or supports paper testing material to ACT – receipt deadline at ACT 

is May 20, 2019. This means your materials must arrive at ACT by that date. Late arriving answer documents will 
not be scored. 

 Enter test incidents and non-participation via the MontCAS application. Although ACT does collect this 
information, STCs are required to also report these incidents in the MontCAS Application. 

 Watch for ACT Score Reports to be delivered to schools and districts. The Score Report Schedule can be found 
online with information about when score reports can be expected. 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fportal.wida.us%2FResetPasswordRequest.aspx%3Futm_source%3DCR-WW042419%26utm_medium%3Ddirect-email%26utm_campaign%3DWIDAWednesday%26utm_content%3Dtext-Password-Reset-page&data=02%7C01%7Cmfortner%40mt.gov%7C7821aeab2d564e3a984408d6c8dab01d%7C07a94c98f30f4abbbd7ed63f8720dc02%7C0%7C1%7C636917239443709401&sdata=tIapqjE2NuwFd80UBTdsbdpdsI%2BjjR5Gnus%2FbsHmCkM%3D&reserved=0
mailto:help@wida.us
mailto:help@wida.us
mailto:info@wida.us
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSceZFsc8Z-W61Wp63l1QQeU9QLBKSOAvXhRMLe_D59M3MLG2Q/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSceZFsc8Z-W61Wp63l1QQeU9QLBKSOAvXhRMLe_D59M3MLG2Q/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wmMsHQo31jxnGCjbF2-vkYBCXpanMBma/view?usp=sharing
https://apps.opi.mt.gov/MontCAS/frmLogin.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fMontCAS%2ffrmDefault.aspx
https://content.act.org/montana/reader/i%7Eq98aOz2IKICEVHYar8MQ/TgGDmUYzb36_xgFgA7kgEw
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Score Reports 
Students should expect to receive results 3–8 weeks after testing.  
ACT Score Report Resources 
The following resources are available on the ACT State and District website. 

• The ACT Test User Handbook for Educators: This handbook is designed to help educators at high schools and 
colleges, and professionals at the district and state level, as they administer ACT testing, advise students, and 
use ACT data to make informed decisions. 

• Understanding Your Scores: This ACT site has a wealth of information about results, including score 
interpretation, making sense of ACT scores, standards and benchmarks, and national ranking information. 

• Using Your ACT Results: Written with students in mind, educators may also find useful information in this guide 
to help students understand their scores. 

ACT with Writing Dates Selected for 2020 
Dates for the Spring 2020 ACT with Writing administration have been selected. The initial test date will be Tuesday, 
March 24, 2020, the Makeup date will be Tuesday, April 7, 2020, and the Emergency Date will by Tuesday, April 21, 
2020. 

CRT Science and CRT-Science Alternate 
Science 

Things to do this month 
 Watch for score reports to be posted to the MARS at the end of May. See below for more information. 

Score Reports in MARS 
The Montana Analysis and Reporting System (MARS) is a secure online site where digital results for the CRT Science and 
CRT Science Alternate can be accessed and analyzed. MARS is accessible by usernames and passwords assigned to 
schools and districts. Passwords are master passwords and are intended only for superintendents, building principals, 
authorized representatives, or System Test Coordinators (STC). All other educators needing access to MARS should be 
assigned a separate username and password using the Accounts Management tool in MARS. A short, prerecorded 
webinar, MARS Account Management, provides instructions for assigning passwords. 
For detailed instructions on using MARS, please see the MARS User Manual. The MARS Report Interpretation Guide 
provides support to local educators in understanding and using test data. 
If you need password assistance, please contact the OPI Assessment Division at 844-867-2569. Passwords cannot be 
given via email or voicemail. 

MSAA  
Alternate Assessment, ELA and Math 

Things to do this month 
 Enter test incidents and non-participation via the MontCAS application. 
 Watch for score results to be posted to the MSAA portal in late June for download. 

Score Reports 
The MSAA testing window closed on Friday, May 4. Schools and districts should expect to be able to access online score 
reports in early September. Districts will download and print student reports to share with parents. Providing individual 
student score reports to parents/guardians and teachers as soon as is practicable after the assessment is given is a 
requirement under ESSA. 

  

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/montana/the-act.html#interpretation
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/ACT-UserHandbook.pdf
http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/scores/understanding-your-scores.html
http://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/UsingYourACTResults2018-19.pdf
https://reporting.measuredprogress.org/ReportingMARS/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fReportingMARS%2f%3fProgramID%3d11%26ServiceID%3d29&ProgramID=11&ServiceID=29
http://connect.opi.mt.gov/p9hpji1xgby/?launcher=false&fcsContent=true&pbMode=normal
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/CRT%20Page/Reports%20Tab/MARS%20User%20and%20Training%20Guide_2018_Final.pdf
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/CRT%20Page/Reports%20Tab/Montana_Interpretation_Guide_2018_final.pdf
https://apps.opi.mt.gov/MontCAS/frmLogin.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fMontCAS%2ffrmDefault.aspx
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Smarter Balanced 
ELA and Math 

Things to do this month 
 If you have not already done so, System Testing Coordinators (STC) MUST complete the affirmation of test 

security via the MontCAS Application PRIOR to testing. This task can be completed by logging into the MontCAS 
Application and selecting the ‘Testing Security Agreement’ from the drop down under the ‘Test Security’ tab on 
the home page. If you don’t see the Test Security tab, contact the OPI Assessment Division at 844-867-2569 or 
OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov.  

 MacOS users must download and update to the new Secure Browser 10.6. 
 Enter test incidents and non-participation via the MontCAS application login page. 
 Read the Uploading Accessibility Test Setting in TIDE guidelines. Review this document for step-by-step 

instructions for uploading test settings for the Smarter Balanced assessment. See below for more information. 
 Prepare Braille materials for pick up. Measured Progress has arranged for all Smarter Balanced Braille materials 

to be picked up by UPS on May 28, 2019. They will be reaching out directly to schools who administered Braille 
tests. 

  The Smarter Balanced Assessment test window is open! The Smarter Balanced test window is now open 
through May 24, 2019. 

TIDE Appeals Process for 2018-2019 
Test incidents falling into the ‘Impropriety’ category and occurring during the administration of the Smarter Balanced 
summative assessments must be reported via the Smarter Balanced TIDE Appeals Request Form. Incidents falling into 
this category are those that occur during testing that has a low impact on the individual or group of students who are 
being tested. These incidents have a low risk of potentially affecting the student performance on the test, test security, 
or test validity (example: student leaving the testing room without authorization, or a student's test becoming inactive 
due to an absence or other reason). 
Those with the TIDE role of School Coordinator (SC) or District Coordinator (DC) can fill out and submit the TIDE Appeals 
Form. Once the TIDE Appeals Form has been submitted, the OPI will make a determination and the status of the appeal 
will be sent to the email indicated in the TIDE Appeals Form. Note: The OPI may instruct the appeal submitter to have 
the STC complete a testing incident if the appeal description warrants it. 

Meeting the Needs of All Students 
Only students with a flag for IEP, 504, or LEP in the Office of Public Instruction’s (OPI) student information system, 
Achievement in Montana (AIM)/Infinite Campus will be eligible for accommodations in the Test Information and 
Distribution Engine (TIDE) online portal. New this year, Smarter Balanced accommodations are restricted. School 
Coordinators trying to input accommodations for students without these AIM flags they will receive the following error 
message stating: 

“Invalid Value. Text-To-Speech (Designated Supports and Accommodations). Passages and Passages and Items 
for ELA CAT are Accommodation Only. Use must be written into the student’s IEP/504 plan. Cannot be ELA: 
Passages since IDEA Indicator/IEP is set to No. and section 504 is set to No.”  

For step-by-step visuals on this page setup, please select the TIDE Designated Supports and Accommodations Test 
Setting Illustrative Guide. Prior to making any decisions or determinations about how students will participate in the 
statewide assessments, educators most familiar with the student’s individual needs should review the OPI 
accommodation guidelines and use a systematic data-based process informed by the student’s IEP, 504 plan, and/or 
English Learner plan to select appropriate accommodations. These selections should match those supports and 
accommodations that are provided for classroom instruction and assessments throughout the school year and should be 
made at least one week in advance of testing. 
Please note that the MontCAS Application Non-Routine Accommodations Request Process is only intended for 
accommodations that are not regularly provided. The assessment-specific usability, accessibility, and accommodation 
guidelines are published on the OPI Statewide Testing website. 

https://apps.opi.mt.gov/MontCAS/frmLogin.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fMontCAS%2ffrmDefault.aspx
https://apps.opi.mt.gov/MontCAS/frmLogin.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fMontCAS%2ffrmDefault.aspx
mailto:OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov
https://mt.portal.airast.org/secure-browsers.stml
http://opi.mt.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=GWt-Mi4yDzs%3d&portalid=182
https://www.wrike.com/form/eyJhY2NvdW50SWQiOjExNDc1NzUsInRhc2tGb3JtSWQiOjE5MDgzOX0JNDcwMzY4MDM0NjM0MwkyMmNmYjljYWFiY2MyNTlkNjJlMDZlMGY4OTk5YzQyMDRjYWI5NjZhNjUwNjVlOGJiNDVhYWQ4YjhkYmJiNWRk
https://mt.portal.airast.org/users/system-test-administrators
https://mt.portal.airast.org/users/system-test-administrators
http://opi.mt.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=3ocJjCiVaNY%3d&portalid=182
http://opi.mt.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=3ocJjCiVaNY%3d&portalid=182
https://apps.opi.mt.gov/MontCAS/
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/Statewide-Testing
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Smarter Balanced Results Reports Detail 
Reports for students, as well as for schools, will be included in the Online Reporting System (ORS) and will be released to 
the ORS in batches according to the below results reporting schedule. Student tests are not scored or reported until 
both the computer-adaptive test (CAT) and the performance tasks (PT) of the ELA and/or math assessments have been 
completed. It is possible to get a student report for only one content depending on when the content tests were 
administered. Printed copies of the Individual Student Reports (ISR) will be mailed to schools in early fall. 
The Online Reporting System (ORS) User Guide provides an overview of the ORS. After reviewing this manual, you 
should be familiar with navigating the system and viewing score reports. 

Results Reporting Schedule 
Providing individual student score reports to parents/guardians and teachers as soon as is practicable after the 
assessment is given is a requirement under ESSA. To utilize the results from the Online Reporting System (ORS), check 
out the OPI “So, you got some data” guidance. 

• SBAC Spreadsheet Analysis Tool Directions 
• SBAC Analysis 2018 Data 
• Example SBAC dataset 

Batch Student is Administered the Test Reporting Available in Online Reporting System (ORS) 
Batch 1 March 20 - April 19 April 29 
Batch 2 April 20 - May 7 May 28 
Batch 3 May 8 - May 24 June 6 
 

NAEP 
National and International Assessment Studies 

Things to do this month 
 Review Long-Term Trent (LTT) Summary 
 Destroy the Red Envelope 

Long-Term Trends 
Since the early 1970s, the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) has monitored student performance in 
mathematics and reading through long-term trend (LTT) assessments. These assessments measure students’ educational 
progress over long time periods to look for and monitor trends in performance. Results from the LTT assessments are 
based on nationally representative samples of 9-, 13-, and 17-year olds. 
Schools may be selected to participate in LTT. If selected, the NAEP State Coordinator will receive the sample of schools 
for the LTT assessments in late-May. The assessments will be administered on the following dates: 

• Age 13: October 14 - December 20, 2019 
• Age 9: January 6 - March 13, 2020 
• Age 17: March 16 - May 22, 2020 

The national results for these assessments will be available in 2021. 

Red Envelope 
NAEP School Coordinators should securely dispose of all NAEP materials in the red storage envelope by the last day of 
school. If you have questions or concerns, contact Shantel Niederstadt at (406) 444-3450 or sniederstadt@mt.gov. You 
can receive immediate assistance from the NAEP Help Desk at (800) 283-6237 or email naephelp@westat.com on 
Monday through Friday between 8 am and 5:30 pm ET. 

  

https://mt.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/1579/urlt/ORS_User_Guide.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1b0ylSwMlJZ76aVe_BkYQff2uLVpx6AwI/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1e8GjSVhk3x9R9pC5ns_D00LRzmqgazQF/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DuKc6VoepF4rLcGiJu6vHu8fhwgxfjtq/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dbXbUOxbANQ3ta_liBu0EVJlJdKLHjkb/view?usp=sharing
mailto:sniederstadt@mt.gov
mailto:naephelp@westat.com
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Science News 
Science Assessments 
The OPI is in the transition phase with its new three-dimensionally aligned science assessment. June marks the end of 
the CRT-Science and CRT-Science alternate assessments for Montana. We encourage you to look through these high-
quality professional development resources published by SCILLSS Enhanced Assessment Grant to learn about ways you 
can ensure connection and coordination of assessments measuring the three-dimensional science standards. 

SCILLSS 
The fourth and fifth assessment literacy chapters are now posted to the SCILLSS website at 
http://www.scillsspartners.org/scillss-resources/.  
Digital Workbook on Educational Assessment Design and Evaluation: Creating and Evaluating Effective Educational 
Assessments 

Chapter 1: Purposes and Uses of Assessment Scores, Validity, Validity Questions (Adobe Connect Digital 
Workbook, PPT, Script, MP3) 

• Chapter 1.1 Assessment Purposes and Uses 
• Chapter 1.2 Validity as the Key Principle of Assessment Quality 
• Chapter 1.3 Four Validity Questions to Guide Assessment Development and Evaluation 
• Chapter 1.4 Summary and Next Steps 

Chapter 2: Construct Coherence (Adobe Connect Digital Workbook, PPT, Script, MP3) 
• Chapter 2.1 Review of Key Concepts from Chapter 1 
• Chapter 2.2 The Concept of Construct Coherence 

Chapter 3: Comparability (Adobe Connect Digital Workbook, PPT, Script, MP3) 
• Chapter 3.1 Review of Key Concepts from Chapters 1 and 2 
• Chapter 3.2 What is Comparability and Why is it Important? 
• Chapter 3.3 What is Reliability/Precision and Why is it Important? 
• Chapter 3.4 Validity Questions Related to Comparability and Reliability/Precision 

Chapter 4: Fairness and Accessibility (Adobe Connect Digital Workbook, PPT, Script, MP3 
• Chapter 4.1 Review of Key Concepts from Chapters 1, 2, and 3 
• Chapter 4.2 What is Fairness and Accessibility and Why is it Important? 
• Chapter 4.3 Validity Questions Related to Fairness and Accessibility 

Chapter 5: Consequences Associated with Testing (Adobe Connect Digital Workbook, PPT, Script, MP3) 
• Chapter 5.1 Review of Key Concepts from Chapters 1, 2, 3, and 4 
• Chapter 5.2 Consequences Associated with Testing 
• Chapter 5.3 Validity Questions Related to Consequences 

Passwords 
Many of the MontCAS programs require separate passwords to access test management sites, training materials, and 
test results. The following is a list of programs that require separate passwords. 
• Access for ELLs 2.0: Test administrator training, assessment management system, WIDA Access Placement Test (W–

APT), result reports. 
• ACT with Writing: Test administration, reports, and test results. 
• CRT and CRT Alt: Test results. 
• MSAA (Multi State Alternate Assessment): Test administration and training, results, and student reports. 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.scillsspartners.org%2Fscillss-resources%2F&data=02%7C01%7Camcgrath%40mt.gov%7Cbad87a0cb9ed4959733508d6bd13a7e5%7C07a94c98f30f4abbbd7ed63f8720dc02%7C0%7C1%7C636904289452307687&sdata=zVrxlV1I9K5AZLdZT7afGp0wGjc8Yx%2BXuVr3MJnoUSY%3D&reserved=0
https://scillss.adobeconnect.com/prwwkary4jwz/
https://scillss.adobeconnect.com/prwwkary4jwz/
https://www.scillsspartners.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Creating-and-Evaluating-Effective-Educational-Assessments-Chapter-1_KH-Accessibility_final.pptx
https://www.scillsspartners.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Creating-and-Evaluating-Effective-Educational-Assessments-Chapter-1-Presentation.pdf
https://www.scillsspartners.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/ALM%201_Audio%20File.mp3
https://scillss.adobeconnect.com/po3dk5b20epq/?OWASP_CSRFTOKEN=5aff19054b4a0762258c0c99059039f4ca43a7897d790e14d642ba83b1bb6e99&proto=true
https://www.scillsspartners.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Creating-and-Evaluating-Effective-Educational-Assessments-Chapter-2_10-2018.pptx
https://www.scillsspartners.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Creating-and-Evaluating-Effective-Educational-Assessments-Chapter-2-Presentation.pdf
https://www.scillsspartners.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/ALM%202_Audio%20File.mp3
https://scillss.adobeconnect.com/p6eq4f37z0pg/
https://www.scillsspartners.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Creating-and-Evaluating-Effective-Educational-Assessments-Chapter-3.pptx
https://www.scillsspartners.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Creating-and-Evaluating-Effective-Educational-Assessments-Chapter-3-Presentation.pdf
https://www.scillsspartners.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/ALM%203_Audio%20File.mp3
https://scillss.adobeconnect.com/p54ul87nx1us/
https://www.scillsspartners.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/ALM%204_PPT.pptx
https://www.scillsspartners.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Creating-and-Evaluating-Effective-Educational-Assessments-Chapter-4-Fairness-and-Accessibility-Presentation.pdf
https://www.scillsspartners.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/ALM%204_Audio%20File.mp3
https://scillss.adobeconnect.com/pr6ljoudxjlb/
https://www.scillsspartners.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Creating%20and%20Evaluating%20Effective%20Educational%20Assessments%20Chapter%205_%20Consequences%20Associated%20with%20Testing.pptx
https://www.scillsspartners.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Creating-and-Evaluating-Effective-Educational-Assessments-Chapter-5_-Consequences-Associated-with-Testing.pdf
https://www.scillsspartners.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Creating%20and%20Evaluating%20Effective%20Educational%20Assessments%20Chapter%205_%20Consequences%20Associated%20with%20Testing.mp3
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• MontCAS Online Reporting: Nonparticipation and testing irregularity reports and requests for accommodations not 
routinely approved. 

• Smarter Balanced: Test administration, administration certification, interim tests, and test results. 
• Smarter Balanced Digital Library: Formative assessment processes. 

Online Assessment System Links 
ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 and W-APT Screener, English Language Proficiency Screener 

• Training and online resources 
• Assessment Management System  
• OPI ELP page link 

ACT with Writing 
• Assessment Management: Pearson Access Next 
• ACT State and District Testing  
• ACT Academy 

MSAA 
• Assessment Management System  
• OPI MSAA 

Smarter Balanced 
• Assessment system (AIR portal) 
• OPI Smarter Balanced 

My NAEP 
• My NAEP Login 

MontCAS Assessment Help Desk Contact Information 
ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 and W–APT English Language Proficiency Screener 

• WIDA help desk phone: 866-876-7735 
• WIDA help desk email: help@wida.us 
• WIDA AMS help desk phone: 855-787-9615 
• WIDA AMS help desk email: WIDA@datarecognitioncorp.com 

ACT with Writing 
ACT General Inquiries 

• Phone: 800-553-6244, Ext. 2800 
• Email: Contact Form 

Accommodations Questions 
• Phone: 800-553-6244, Ext. 1788 
• Email: ACTStateAccoms@act.org 

CRT Science and CRT Alt Service Desk 
• Phone: 888-792-2741 
• Email: montanahelpdesk@measuredprogress.org 

Multi-State Alternate Assessment (MSAA) 
• Phone: 866-834-8879 
• Email: MSAAServiceCenter@MeasuredProgress.org 

Smarter Balanced Service Desk 
• Phone: 888-792-2741 
• Email: montanahelpdesk@measuredprogress.org 

NAEP 
• Phone: 800-283-6237 
• Email: naephelp@westat.com   

http://www.wida.us/
https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-ui/welcome/WIDA
https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-ui/welcome/WIDA
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/Statewide-Testing/ELP
https://testadmin.act.org/customer/index.action
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/montana.html
https://academy.act.org/
http://www.msaaassessment.org/
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/Statewide-Testing/MSAA-Alternate-Assessment
http://mt.portal.airast.org/
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/Statewide-Testing/Smarter-Balanced
https://www.mynaep.com/login
mailto:help@wida.us
mailto:WIDA@DataRecognitionCorp.com
http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/state-testing-contact-us.html
mailto:ACTStateAccoms@act.org
mailto:montanahelpdesk@measuredprogress.org
mailto:MSAAServiceCenter@MeasuredProgress.org
mailto:montanahelpdesk@measuredprogress.org
mailto:naephelp@westat.com
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Assessment Contacts 
Assessment Division Marcy Fortner Whitney Mitchell 
844-867-2569 Data Control Specialist Administrative Specialist 
OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov    mfortner@mt.gov whitney.mitchell@mt.gov  
   
Ashley McGrath Duane Schlabach Vacant 
State Assessment Director Assessment Specialist Assessment Specialist 
amcgrath@mt.gov   Duane.Schlabach@mt.gov  
   
Vacant Shantel Niederstadt Paula Schultz 
Assessment Specialist NAEP State Coordinator Smarter Balanced Accommodations  
 sniederstadt@mt.gov  pschultz2@mt.gov 
   
Christy Mock-Stutz Marisa Graybill Pam Birkeland 
Digital Library State Lead Digital Library State Lead Digital Library State Lead 
CMock-Stutz@mt.gov   Marisa.Graybill@mt.gov   pbirkeland@mt.gov  

 

mailto:OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov
mailto:mfortner@mt.gov
mailto:whitney.mitchell@mt.gov
mailto:amcgrath@mt.gov
mailto:Duane.Schlabach@mt.gov
mailto:sniederstadt@mt.gov
mailto:pschultz2@mt.gov
mailto:CMock-Stutz@mt.gov
mailto:Marisa.Graybill@mt.gov
mailto:pbirkeland@mt.gov
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